Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Minutes November 1, 2001


Crane Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC Crane) conducted a Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting, Thursday, November 1, 2001.  The meeting was held on Center at the Lakeview Training and Conference Center.  From 1200 to 1500 hours an informal meeting was called to order.  Attachment (1) is a list of the RAB meeting attendees.  Copies of the slide presentations were provided at the meeting apart from the presentation given by the Army Corps of Engineers, which can be provided upon request.  The female NSWC Crane Environmental Protection Department (EPD) Corrective Action Program Manager (CAPM) opened the meeting and provided the welcome for those attending along with the NSWC Crane Public Works Officer.  Lunch was then served.

After lunch, the NSWC Crane EPD Director and Navy RAB Co-chair, introduced the Army Corps of Engineers Waterways Experiment Station Senior Hydrogeologist.  The Senior Hydrogeologist gave an update on the Ammunition Burning Grounds (ABG) Natural Attenuation Demonstration.  The purpose of the demonstration is to show that the groundwater has decreased in contaminant concentration naturally as it flows.  The Senior Hydrogeologist reported that aquifers must be separate (not connected) for a successful test.  ABG has separate aquifers and is within a ground water divide.  At the facility boundary line: no contamination equals success, while a small amount of contamination equals phytoremediation.  Phytoremediation involves plants and microbes breaking down contamination at the molecular level.  Of the grasses, plants, and trees tested, Fescue is the most successful at breaking down the explosives contamination.  The draft report is scheduled for delivery to the Navy for comment by March 2002.

The TetraTech, NUS (TtNUS) Project Manager gave presentations concerning ongoing projects at NSWC Crane conducted by TtNUS.  Presentations included the following Solid Waste Management Units (SWMUs): Mustard Gas Burial Ground (SWMU 1), Dye Burial Ground (SWMU 2), ABG/Old Jeep Trail (SWMU 3), McComish Gorge (SWMU 4), Old Burn Pit (SWMU 5), Old Rifle Range (SWMU 7), Pesticide Control/R-150 Tank Area (SWMU 9), Rockeye (SWMU 10), Mine Fill A (SWMU 12), Mine Fill B (SWMU 13), Cast High Explosives Fill/Incinerator Complex (SWMU 16), PCB Capacitor Burial/Pole Yard (SWMU 17), and Pyrotechnic Test Area (SWMU 19). Fieldwork was completed at SWMU 1 with no material found.  The fieldwork is also complete for SWMUs 2 and 3 and data validation is ongoing.  The Risk Assessment is almost complete for SWMUs 4, 5, 9, & 10.  SWMU 7 fieldwork is under review to determine if more sampling is required.  One QAPP is being prepared for SWMUs 12, 13, 16, & 19.  Finally, EPA and IDEM are reviewing the SWMU 17 QAPP.

The Southern Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command Remedial Project Manager gave a presentation on the Environmental Restoration, Navy Funding Program.  The Remedial Project Manager discussed the funding process, currently funded projects, and projects funded for Fiscal Year 2002.  Projects currently slated for FY02 are Corrective Measures Studies for SWMUs 3, 5, 7, 9, & 10, ABG ground water monitoring, Rockeye Bioremediation administrative support, and PCB/pole yard soil remediation.  In January, the Navy, IDEM, & EPA will develop a list for FY03 projects.  In February/March the FY03 list will be submitted to Southern Division.  Projects that make the cut will then be presented to headquarters in the April/May time frame.

The male NSWC Crane EPD CAPM then gave an update on the Assessment of Contaminants in Macroinverterbrates in the Riparian Feeding Habitat of the Indiana Bat.  The male CAPM stated that the report had been submitted to the United States Environmental Protection Agency Region V for review and approval. He explained that the metals levels observed from the results seemed a little high.  Currently, steps are being taken to compare costs of additional sampling for background levels vs. an uptake study with existing data, as well as the pros and cons of each.  Analysis of the paint on the traps has not yet been analyzed, but it is unlikely that the metals that are high would have come from paint.

The male CAPM then went on to discuss the Interim Measure (IM) for the Roads and Grounds Area.  He explained a situation brought on by the excavation of a sewer line for a new building.  With only a couple hundred feet of line remaining to dig going away from the site, small containers of white powder were found. The project was stopped until lab analysis determined the material to be agriculture lime and a procedure agreed upon in case any other material was found.  For this situation, it was decided that a properly trained individual could supervise the line diggers and stop the digging if any further material was discovered.  The original project objectives are to remove any source contamination including debris and soil and to perform confirmation sampling.  EPA is currently reviewing the workplan.

The female CAPM gave an overview on the IM at the Mine Fill A (MFA) Battery Site.  The fieldwork has been completed.  A total of 236 tons of special waste were removed and disposed of at an off-site landfill along with 18 tons of explosives contaminated soils taken to the Bioremediation facility for treatment.  Awaiting confirmation sample results.  The draft report is expected to the Navy for comment by March 2002.

The female CAPM also gave an update for the Full Scale Explosives Contaminated Soil Composting Operations.  As of September 28, 2001, 100 percent of the explosives contaminated soils was excavated.  Rockeye and Mine Fill A are complete.  Mine Fill B requires only backfill and mulching/seeding.  Approximately 45,048 tons of explosives contaminated soils have successfully been treated in 214 windrows at the facility.  Eleven industrial standard windrows were resampled, with EPA approval, and were determined to meet residential standards.  Enough soil to process one windrow remains.  This windrow will also incorporate the sludge material from the sumps and ponds prior to the final decontamination process.

The NSWC Crane EPD Director and Navy RAB Co-chair then led an open discussion session.  A RAB Community Member asked if the RAB was still pursuing additional membership.  All agreed that more members were welcome.  The RAB Community Co-chair asked if the membership paperwork had been sent to a prospective RAB applicant as was discussed at the last meeting.  The female CAPM declared that the paperwork had been sent.  Time was then taken to schedule the next RAB.  The next official RAB meeting was tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, April 16, 2002 at 1200 (awaiting the Captain's schedule).  No additional topics were discussed during the open session.  The RAB meeting was adjourned at 1500.
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