Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Minutes June 5, 2001


Crane Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC Crane) conducted a Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting, Tuesday, June 5, 2001.  The meeting was held on Center at the Lakeview Training and Conference Center.  From 1200 to 1430 hours an informal meeting was called to order.  Attachment (1) is a list of the RAB meeting attendees.    NSWC Crane Environmental Protection Department (EPD) Manager and RAB Installation Co-Chair, opened the meeting and introduced  NSWC Crane Public Works Officer, who provided the welcome for those attending.  NSWC Crane Public Works Officer then announced that lunch would be served.

After lunch, NSWC Crane (EPD) Manager introduced the RAB Community Co-Chair.  The RAB Community Co-Chair gave an overview on the Department of the Navy RAB/TRC Training she attended in Denver Colorado May 18-20, 2001.  The RAB Community Co-Chair stated that she felt that the training was informative and she now has a better understanding of the overall Corrective Action process.  Two items she clarified were that community members provide input, but the Navy makes the final decision and that site closeout doesn't necessarily mean the whole center, but the individual areas being remediated.  She learned that the Crane RAB was not in the minority concerning low interest in RAB activities and because the Crane RAB has low attendance doesn't mean it isn't reliable or trustworthy.  She stated that trust was most likely the major component in how successful a RAB was to be.  The RAB Community Co-Chair also stated that sometimes the acronyms used in discussion and presentations are overwhelming and that executive summaries for presentations should be provided at the RABs. Attachment (2) contains the slide presentations by each presenter; see slides 1-13.

Remedial Project Manager of Southern Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command, gave a presentation on the Environmental Restoration, Navy (ERN) Funding Program.  He discussed the funding process, currently funded projects, and projects funded for Fiscal Year 2002.  See Attachment (2) slides 14-25.

Project Manager at TetraTech, NUS (TtNUS), gave 5 presentations concerning ongoing projects at NSWC Crane conducted by TtNUS.  Presentations included Solid Waste Management Units (SWMUs) 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, & 10, Basewide Soil Background Investigation, Landfarm (SWMU 30), Old Rifle Range (SWMU 7), and Mustard Gas Burial Ground (SWMU 1).  See Attachment (2) slides 26-53.  A short break was taken between the presentations.

NSWC Crane EPD, then gave an update on the Assessment of Contaminants in Macroinverterbrates in the Riparian Feeding Habitat of the Indiana Bat.  He explained that he was researching to find comparison metals levels data, but levels observed from the results seemed a little high.  If the metals levels are higher than other comparison data, then the next step would be to collect a surrogate specimen.  He would also like to procure analytical data for the paint that covered the traps used to collect the Macroinverterbrates; this would eliminate the possibility that the metals contamination could have come from the paint.  See Attachment (2) slides 54-56.

NSWC Crane EPD then went on to discuss the Interim Measure (IM) for the Roads and Grounds Area.  The project objectives are to remove any source contamination including debris and soil and to perform confirmation sampling.  He is currently reviewing the workplan provided by TolTest.  See Attachment (2) slides 57 & 58.

NSWC Crane EPD gave an overview on the IM at the Mine Fill A (MFA) Battery Site.  See Attachment (2) slides 59-62.

She then led the review for the RAB web site.  The RAB web site can be accessed at http://www.crane.navy.mil/newscommunity/Envir_RAB_default.asp.  Comments included the following:

1. The Crane site map does not include the RAB as a subheading under Environmental.

2. The RAB page is shown after selecting Environmental but is called "Restoration Advisor Board" instead of "Advisory".

3. On the front page SWMU is singular, where it should be plural.

4. SWMU summary page text should be a different color.

5. The definition of a SWMU.  The definition on the website is somewhat simplistic.  The definition that will be in the permit is perhaps a little too complicated, but somewhere in between might be an improvement.  The definition in the permit is:  "Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMU)" means any discernable unit, permitted or unpermitted, existing or historical, at which solid wastes have been placed at any time, irrespective of whether the unit was intended for the management of solid or hazardous waste.  Such units include any area at a facility at which solid wastes have been routinely and systematically released.  It was decided to use the definition from the permit.  To clarify, the RAB is only interested in ER'N eligible SWMUs; the 33 original SWMUs that have been identified and whose resulting contamination was prior to 17 October 1986.
6. Conflict of interest statement needs a RAB title line.
7. Membership application needs spelled out items abbreviated.
8. Administrative Record will have a statement added such that, "The Administrative Record is available for public viewing.  To schedule a viewing of the documents, please contact (link to Christine Freeman)."
9. Add page for events including calendar for next meeting, invitation to next meeting, and minutes from last meeting.
NSWC Crane EPD also gave an update for the Full Scale Explosives Contaminated Soil Composting Operations.  See Attachment (2) slides 63-74.

NSWC Crane (EPD) Manager then led an open discussion session.  NSWC Crane EPD pointed out that the Revised RAB Charter was given out as a booklet.  The revisions to the charter were that the RAB will meet a minimum of two times per year or more often if needed, revised signature page to show changes in NAVFACENGCOM, U.S.EPA, & IDEM representatives.  Representative of the U.S. EPA Region V, relayed additional changes to his address and telephone number that need to be made to Appendix 1 of the RAB Charter; these changes will be made and require no signature approval.  Time was taken to schedule the next RAB.  It was decided to forgo a December meeting because of possible weather and holiday distractions.  Instead the next official RAB meeting was scheduled for October 23, 2001 at 1200.  This scheduling will set the RAB meetings for April and October.  No additional topics were discussed during the open discussion session.  The RAB meeting was adjourned at 1430. 

Additional note:  item from November 14, 2000 RAB meeting that was not addressed during the June 5, 2001 meeting.  From November minutes, "The addition of a new RAB member was also discussed.  NSWC Crane EPD stated that all the membership paper work would be sent to him with the minutes and a vote to add him as a member could be taken at the next RAB meeting."  No membership paperwork was received from the new member prior to the June 5, 2001 meeting.  The paperwork will be mailed to him again.  This item will be discussed at the next meeting.
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